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John, xviii. xxxvi. Jesus answered^ My kingdom 
is not of this world. 

IT has been to the discredit of the christian 
religion, aqd to the detriment of those nations 
who have embraced it, that the true relation 
existing between this religion and civil govern- 
ment, has not been generally understood. The 
Jews supposed, when the Messias came, he 
would exert his power and exercise his authority 
for their worldly- advancement, and national ag- 
grandizement. They supposed, in short, that 
he would come in the manner and with the au- 
thority of an earthly prince. But because Je^ 
sus of Nazareth came not thus, they would not 
acknowledge him. In vain did he endeavor to 
convince them by his spiritual teachingj his mi- 
raculous and divine power, and his benevolent 
works, that he was just such a teacher as they 
needed ; and that, in his own way, he could be- 
stow the greatest possible blessings upon their 
nation. They would *not receive him. Their 
language was ^ we will not have this man to rule 
over us." In vain did he endeavor to correct 
their views, and bring them to a true sense of 
his . government and authority, not only by his 
manner of asserting and exercising his authority, 
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but also, by expressly declaring to thein^ " ike 
kingdom of God is within you." Or as in the 
language of the text, ♦^ My kingdom is not of 
this world." With a wicked consistency, they 
rejected both him and his saying. Thus their 
pride £md worldly ambition deprived them of 
their only Savior and rightful Governor, and. 
proved, in the end, their overthrow and disper- 
sion; 

With less consistency, but we fear, . in many 
instances, with no less criminality, various nar- 
tions, since that tinie, have professedly received 
Christ, but rejected his saying. They acknowU 
edge Jesus as the Messiah, but they deny^ that 
bis>^ kingdom is not of this world." In their 
2ea), .and in their professed attachment ioa: 
Christ, they have coirf^, like the multitudea in 
the days of his ftesh, to ^ take him by force, ao^ 
make him an earthy king." They h^ve intror 
dnced his authority into civil government, and 
made use-of Ins name to serve their worldly 
tiews, and carry pn their political operatious. 
In this way, they have done great injury both tp 
the csi^use of Christ and of civil government 
The foroier.had degenerated into am^re i^ystem 
of outward forms, supemtitious rights and dis- 
gusting bigotry ; the ]btter has becon^e oppres- 
sive and tyrannical; lording it, not only overmea's 
civil r%hts, bqt ^Isp, over their consciences* 
Against all such unholy prostitutions a^d sacri- 
legious coniiections, this saying of om Lord 
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still stands opposed. ^ Mj kingdom is not oi 
this world." 

Of this, the more judicious, among modern 
poFiticians, have become convinced : and have 
made some successful efforts to break this un- 
authorized and unholy connection, between 
church and state, and place each on more inde- 
pendent ground. In doing this however, there 
is great danger of varying from the true point, 
by passing over to the other extreme. For the 
mind, in its changes, is like the vibrations of a 
pendulum, constantly, when it has left one ex- 
tremie, tending to the opposite, with a momentum 
proportioned to its former distance from its 
proper point of rest. In breaking the improper 
union which has existed, in most christian gov- 
ernments, between church and state, men are iil 
danger of losing sight of the true relation, which 
exists betff een them. They are apt to allow 
religion no share, in the establishment and pres- 
ervation of good civil government. On this 
side, our danger as a nation, lies. We have 
not, it is true, in rejecting from our government 
a national hierarchy, and all ecclesiastical estab- 
lishments, rejected, like some others, Christ and 
his religion altogether. ' But it is to be feared, 
our politicians are not sufficiently aware how 
mudi they are indebted to Christ's kingdom, for 
those excellent principles which form the basis 
of our political fabrick ; nor do they seem to be 
fully aware of the vast influence of this kingdom 



in preserving this fabrick from ruin. The 
sentiment seems to be imbibed, by many, that,, 
however true religion may be, and however 
good, in its place, it is of little or no use to the 
politician or his cause. Against this idea, as 
well as the opposite, the words of our text may 
be directed. For it is because Christ's kingdom 
is not of this world, in its origin, operations, in- 
fluences and retributions, that it is of such emi- 
nent service, in all good governiAents. If it 
were of this world, it could only accomplish 
what the governments of this world can, and in 
the same imperfect way ; but because it is not 
of this world, but of higher origin and nature, 
therefore it possesses superior advantages and 
superior influence to settle, regulate and enforce 
the mutual rights of those who govern, and of 
those who are governed. And on this, the wefi 
being of political society entirely depends. 

To guard us against a criminal and dangerous 
indifference to the kingdom of Christ, in our 
political operations, by pointing out the proper 
relation between Chrises kingdom and the king* 
doms of this world, so that the rights of each 
may be distinctly marked, their due share of in- 
dependence recognized, and their alliance de- 
fined, will be the design of the pre&ent dis- 
course. 

It must be obvious to all who pay attention to 
the subject, that the terms, kingdom of Christ, 
kingdom of Heaven^ kingdom of God, as used in 



the new testament, especially by the evangeUifets, 
refer primarily, to the spiritual government of 
Christ over the hearts of men, through the in- 
fluence of that gospel of which he was the au- 
thor. And when Christ says of his kingdom, 
" it is not of this worid,'' he should be under- 
stood to distinguish it from the governments of 
this world. The object of Pilot's question 
seems to have been, to ascertain whether Christy 
was a king. And the design of the answer was, 
not only to affirm that he was a king, but to as- 
sert, at the same time, that his authority and 
government were not like those of this world. 
Understanding this to be the import of the text, 
we proceed to show, in several propositions, 
how Christ's kingdom is distinguished from the 
governments of this world ; and under each 
proposition, notice, that this difference renders 
the principles of Christ's kingdom of eminent 
service, to the well being of political society. 

1st. Chrisf^s kingdom is not of this world, in its 
origin. And in this respect, it stands distinguish- 
ed from secular governments. It is true, it may 
be said, all good governments originate from 
God ; ** for the powers that be are ordained of 
God." But they do not originate from God, in 
the same sense with the kingdom of Christ. 
The governments of this world grow out of the 
peculiar circumstances of the people, and vary 
according to those circumstances, in different 
ages and different nations. Their laws are the 
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e«otae„U of ™e„, a«. are «ecu.ed by ■»»; 
and are therefore subject t^ all the imperfec- 
tions incident to humanity. Not so with the 
kingdom of Christ. Jesus, the diyine Saviour, 
is the immediate lawgiver, the Holy Spirit is the 
prime minister, and all the subjects stand im- 
mediately responsible to the court of Heaven^ 
Hence this is perfect in its nature and operations, 
immutable in its principles, and paramount in 
its obligations. And as it comes from the source 
of infinite wisdom, it is perfectly adapted to 
man's character and condition. And therefore 
it must, by consequence, contain in itself, ^I the 
fundamental principles for the goFernmenJt <if 
man, in all the possible relations of private, do* 
mestic, social and political life, For a govern- 
ment, such as infinite wisdom would prescribe 
for man in his present 3tate, could not fail to take 
cognizance, not only of the soul, in its abstract 
nature, bt(t of the whole man, in his compound 
nature of matter and spirit, and of all the vari- 
ous accidents and relations, growing out of 
that nature. Hence we discover the vast influ- 
ence thiskingdommusthave,whereit6 operations 
are felt. But it must be allowed to operate in 
its own way. It can never be blended, under 
the administration of men, so as to be made, the 
mere creature of secular power. To this the 
original dignity of Christ's kingdom w:ill nevc^i" 
submit. It dictates, but it will not be di^ptated; 
it regulates, but it will not be reg^l^teid. Only 
let this kingdom alone; throw no obstructions in 



its way, and like an invisible genius, it .will 
operate with its superintending and guidii^^in* 
fluence, pervading every part, and lending its 
salutary aid to all the laudable operations, of 
political society. And in the mean time this king- 
dom canbe aided by the secular armi,notlt)y direc- 
ting or resti*aining its movements, not by wielding 
carnal weapons in its support, but only by remov- 
ing obstructions ; by preparing a way for the Lord 
and making straight the paths for his footsteps. , 

2d. This kingdom is distinguished from the 
governments of this world, in regard to the time 
of commencing its restraints. It begins with 
the early growth pf sin ; whereas the authorities 
of this world cannot take cognizance of sin, 
until it has become so strong, and of such mature 
age, as to break over all bounds, and boldly 
show itself the enemy of civil society^ Though 
sin is inherent in the human heart, yet in its first 
exercises, it is comparatively weak and feeble ; 
but it grows and increase by exercise, until, in 
process of time, it breaks over all bounds and 
becomesnotorious, in its overt acts upon the 
peace of community. Then, and not till then, 
can the secular arm be raised to restrain it; but 
then, in most cases, the restraint comes in too 
late, either to reform the transgressor, or pre- 
vent injury to society. It is true, the criminal 
may now be confined or executed, but this does 
not remunerate the public or individuals, for the 
loss already sustained ; and from the imperfee*- 
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ticM of civil government, some loss must have 
be^ sustained, before the criminal could be 
arraigned*; though mn long before this, might 
have been laying its plans, and gaining strength 
for their execution. Nor, after sinful propen^ 
sttt^s have thus become strengthened, is the 
•panishBient likely to prove salutary, in effecting 
a reformation in the^transgressor. Therefore we 
say, the secular arm is raised too late to save the 
community from loss, or to reform the sinner. 
Religion, on the contrary, comes in to «xer« 
cise her power, while the half formed purpose is 
yet feeMe and wavering, while the desire is yet 
growing. It crushes the serpent of sinful desire, 
in the egg; it strangles the young Hercules of 
unholy passion, in the cradle. It is thus the re- 
ligion of Jesus Christ exercises a most timely 
and salutary influence upon the heart, fitting its 
subjects, not only for the service of God, but for 
the service of the state. 

* 3d. This kingdom is distinguished from the 
goremments of this vvorld, in regard to the place 
of commencing its restraints. For Christ, by the 
influences of his gospel, commences restraining 
his subjects within, at the root of sin ; whereas 
the restraints of worldly governments, are only 
imposed upon the outward and open fruits of 
sin. The outbreakings and overflowings of 
moral evil may be resisted, by the strong dykes 
of civil authority; but, like another Elisha, re- 
ligion casts in the salt of grace, to heal the foun- 
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tain. Despair of success or fear of punishment 
m^y for a time, restrain the restless* spirit, but 
still it reigns in the heart, and is watclung its 
opportunity for criminal indulgence; but the 
spirit of the gospel, is stronger than this strong 
man armed, it enters into the soul and binds the 
strong man of sin, and spoils his goods. This 
influence enters into the secret closets and visits 
the inward council chambers of the soul^ and 
ti^re it ^^ reasons of righteoi»9ness, temperance 
and judgment to come.'^ O could we get admit- 
tance to this secret parley^ what should we ih&st 
see ? what an influence should we iih&se see ex* 
erted? When criminal desire claims indut 
gence ; when lust bums i when anger rages ; 
when reyenge seeks retaliation; when envy 
rankles; when pride swells; when covetous- 
ness gripes the hearty and ambitioa moves the 
soul ; in short, when any one or more of the un- 
holy passions, stirs up the soul to any thing un- 
lawful, then who is that, with aspect so dignified, 
with authority so ccmimanding, and with elo^ 
quence so persuasive, standing amidst tbe dark 
and mutinous group, conunanding and entreat- 
ing, threatening and prcmusing^ expostulating 
and reasonii^, until every wicked and corrupt 
Felix, and every proud and wanton Drusilla 
trembles? O it is the genius of the gospel of 
Christ \ she stands there, &om mqming till night, 
and from night tiH morning, ;restrainingt and 
sometimes changing, the wiqked purpose of the 
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heart. And have you, my brethren, never wit- 
nessed such a scene ? Though not in others, 
yet doubtless you have in yourselves. What is 
it, when temptation presented itself in all its 
most plausible and promising forms, what is it 
that restrained you ? Was it the fear of civil 
authority ? did the secular arm lay its restraint 
upon you ? No, you are conscious that this, in 
most cases, had no influence upon you. But it 
was because the inward kingdom of God came 
nigh unto you, with its restraining grace. And 
whatever you may think of the natural integrity 
of your hearts, however much you may pride 
yourselves, that you are not as other men, you 
owe it to this same influence, that you are moral 
men and useful citizens. . So far as you have 
escaped the influence of unholy passions, so far 
as you have been submissive to good govern- 
ment, and useful to community, so far you are 
bound to say, ** by the grace of God, I am what 
1 am.'' And is this influence of no consequence 
to good government ? Is it not indeed of vital 
importance to its very existence? for though 
the powerful arm of government were able, for 
a time to keep the unprincipled man so far 
within the bounds of restraint, by the penalties 
and discouragements with which it hedges him 
round, as that he never comes under the lash of 
its penal sanctions ; yet how much mischief is 
d^one to society, by an evil disposed individual, 
who is barely kept under by the power of the 
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law ? Whatever is loose in example, whatever 
IB indecent in language, whatever is corrupting 
to youth, all flow out of this kennel of morad 
filth. It is a moral, and infectious disease, which, 
were it not for the direct or more remote influ- 
ence of the gospel, would sooner or later cor- 
rode and destroy the body politick. For human 
laws fcannot reach the sieat of the difficulty. 
Who has ever found, in the most perfect system 
of political law, any thing that will answer this 
purpose ? Do any of these codes forbid anger ? 
or a lustful look ? or an uncharitable thought ? 
or a haughty spirit ? or a hard heart ? And 
CQuM such laws be executed, if made ? Yet all 
these are forbidden, by the laws of Christ's 
kingdom. For these laws are exceeding broad, 
extending to the inner man, and discerning the 
thoughts of the heart. Witness Christ's sermon 
on the mount ; witness in short, the whole tenor 
of the gospel requirements. And does any one 
diink this a dead letter, a powerless system ? 
Is the gospel, like the governments of this world, 
incapable of executing such laws ? This may 
be determined, by noticing in the next pro* 
position, 

4th. That the kingdom of Christ is distin- 
guished from the governments of this world, in 
the manner of exercising its influence. This 
kingdom^ says Christ, is within you: by which 
we are to understand, not only that this kingdom 
adapts its laws to the mind and tal^s cogni- 
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2ance of the thoughts of the heart, as we have 
already noticed, but also, that it exeircises a 
power over the mind. " There be some of them 
that stand here," says Christ at a certain time, 
^ vrhich shall not taste of death, till they have 
seen the kingdom of God come toith pawery 
And not only were Christ's words with power, 
when he was on earth, and not only did he then 
givq " to as many as received him the power to 
become the sons of God,'' but even after his 
reserrecticm and ascension, the '^ gospel was the 
power of God unto salvaHon^ to every one that 
believed ;" for it came to the people, ^ not in 
word only, but dpo in power, and in the Holy 
Ghost, mid in much assurance.^^ And from the 
apostolic age to the present day, the true spirit- 
ual kingdom of Christ has maintained this same 
energetic character. It has a strength to arrest 
the mind, and light to convict, and power to 
condemn, and enei^ in all its operations. It 
takes hold of the mind with an authority which 
has made kings tremble, and vile transgressors 
quake, like an asp^Q leaf. The Holy Spirit 
does this, by its immediate operations, and by 
the exhibitions it makes to the soul, of Gospel 
truth ; e&pecially of the purity and i^ianctions of 
the divine law. In connection with this, the 
sinner sees his own impurity and his exposed 
situi^ion. < He sees the judgment to come, and 
ite>wful retributions, he sees the impossibility of 
escaping. Though there are many sins of which 
human lavis cannot take cognizance; though 
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there are many ways on earth of eluding justice; 
though in committing many of his sins, the 
secrecy of midnight shrouds him, and thick 
darkness covers him ; yet for all these, he sees 
God wiU bring him, into judgment, and there 
will be no escape. In short, the kingdom of 
Jesus Christ brings all its influence from the 
other world, and there are planted those engines 
which operate so powerfully upon this. There 
the king sits enthroned, thence he issues out his 
mandates, and to that court, all his precepts are 
made returnable- There all his subjects are 
held to answer, and there they are to be ** judg^ 
ed according to the deeds done in the body.'* 
This it is that throws an awful grandeur about 
the religion of Jesus Christ, and it is this which 
gives it an influence upon the minds of men, sur- 
passing every thing else. These are the truths 
which are set horiie by the Holy Spirit, upon the 
heart and conscience of the transgressor, and. 
make him tremble under their influence. And 
frequently,being thus alarmed of his danger, and 
sorrowing for^lfiis sins, he throws open the door 
of his heart, for the entrance of the gospel king- 
dom, and yields himself up to its renovating 
power. Thus it is, that the spirit carries on his 
work of reformation. He turns back the tide of 
nature's current ; he unclasps the iron grasp of 
ruling passion ; yea he brings in upon the dark 
chaos of the corrupted mind, a new and bloom- 
ing creation, fresh and bright as primitive ^ara- 
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dise. This is wliat the gospel calls regeneration, 
and is in fact, the first establishment of this in- 
ward kingdom in the soul. Of such a mysteri- 
ous, inward, supernatural change, some are in 
doubt, yea, some who appear to manifest a re- 
spect and a veneration for the seriptures. But 
why should they doubt when, even leaving scrip- 
ture testimony out of the question, matter of 
iact is so clear upon this point ? Witness the 
effects of this gospel, upon individuals and com- 
munities. And to do this, we need not go be- 
yond the limits of our own state. I appeal to 
the candid and judicious; has there not been, 
within a few years,a great change for the better, 
not only in individuals, but in many towns and 
villages throughout our land; and that too, 
through the influence of the gospel? Have 
not these changes sometimes been sudden, and 
unaccountable upon any natural principles. 
Let the unbeliever talk of high wrought excite- 
ment; let the caveller point to the hypocrite and 
the apostate, of which we confess there are too 
many ; yet it still remains an undeniable truths 
that this reform has been great, glorious and 
permanent ; it is the foundation of our morality, 
the spring to our christian benevolence, and I 
wilt add, the bulwark of our government. 

Look again at the powerful effects of this gos- 
pel of the kingdom, upon the hearts of the poor 
African slave ; the stupid Hottentot ; the wild 
Indian. Can the power of the gospel . be ques-j 
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together ^ vast numl>er pf histprical/^c^^lj, je- 
Ifltion tQ this siilye^t, l?y wbjch thi^ pQvr^r of the 
gospel wight be illustr^te4? bpt vr^ y^'iW A^oofine 
ourselves to two instances, much jn poifitTr-op^ 
awocg the Wyaodpt iadianfj, pfvipper §£kQdu3ky 
(Ohio,) aa<^.tli^ other m^Vj^ f^9, Chippewa^, 
on the Gr^Jnd Riy^r> U* C. , Jn th^formcir pl^ce, 
about thrj^ hundrf^ pnd t^Wpnty^ aa4 V\ the Ji^t- 
tpr, abontv one hunclre^ have bee;i eviiientlj^ 
mjvde si|bj^ci;s pf tbiakingdonv .| These wec€^» J9^ 
^bcirt t|fne since, n»o&t de^rarfe^ heathens ; M^jil^, 
wic^€;d apd int^inperaie. ^B^it now tbe^jh^^vp 
beqQHQL^ qhriatiapiaed ai^d. oue^i^ably 5:ivi.|i?e^. 
AinQi]jg tl^^ ChippjeiR^^f,. the Mi^^^^PHgah tribe, 
j^ represented the^sm^^t intepp^r^i.*?, fil^^by au^ 
wretched," c^f^njy^ crfourjQroij^ti?^^^^^^ pf 

tiaiesc, abo^,904rejrefQrw?d* ^nd whibit, it is 
^0j|fl, ^ pattern ^l^o^mty ap^ 4f;^ii9«^' A»# 
wMi is mcwre &UikiHS> tbi^e.-t^^nf 93 biaye bwn 

effected ^ply by pri^apbil^ Cbwt to thewt* Wtfl 
Uie iBfiects wer^ the y^ry ^aooup af wb^n \U^ . gpg- 

pel wg^pr^^b^, f^ig^^^^ubun^f^A y«^^9 »SP' 
the word vf»s. witb 2?W€r, the bearers w,^e prick- 
ed to. the b^Wl* a^n4 they qried out, '' Wlj^t mugt 
we dp. to be 9$iye4 ?" Now can ^ny. jdovfbt, that 
a li^iqgi^Ctfn likp this» bas pow er iq. it ? It marchps 
directly up to a wild, drunkenj^ degraded Jndi- 
^If8 heart, and makes its successful attack upon 
the very evils of bi^ moral nature^: And proves 
itself to be the very saipe power which ancient- 
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1^9 Arrested the wild man, among the iotnbs, 
who.^i'qis presently found, "sitting at the feet of 
Jestrs, clothed and in his right mind.'^ And this 
is the power which is exerted on all the subject)^ 
of this kingdom. 

Here then is the difference between Christ's 
kingdom, an^ the kingdoms and governments of 
this world ; secular power can only give the law, 
but Christ gives not only the law to his subjects, 
but also the power and disposition to keep it. 
*' For what the law could ndt do, Sin that it was 
weak through the flesh, God, sending his own 
s6n, ii> the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, 
condemned sin, in the flesh, that the righteous- 
ness of the latv might be fulfilled" in the subjects 
of his kingdom. ** For the law ^ of the spirit of 
life hath made them free from the law of sin and 
death." And here too we see the aid which this 
kingdom affords to all good governments. For 
when a man is made better by the gospel he is 
pi'epared for every good word and work. He 
i3 better for all the relations of life ; he is the 
better magistrate, he is the better citizen. 

5th. This kingdom of Chrirt is distinguished 
from the governments of this world, in that it 
presents objects suited' to man's capacities and 
desires, and affords comforts, suited to his lowest 
and extremes! miseries* 

There is a spirit, an active, aspiring principje 
in man, which cannot be broken down by op- 
pression, nor satisfied by indulgence. 
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*^ He ha^ a soul of vast desires, 

" It burns within with restless fires." 

Desires, which no earthly good can satisfy ; fires 
which no waters of affliction or discouragement 
can quench. And it is from this his nature, that 
society derives all its interest, and here also lies 
all its danger This spirit is at once the terror 
of tyrants, and the destroyer of republics. To 
form some idea of its strength, let m look at it in 
its different conditions, both when it is depres- 
i&ed, and when it is exalted. See when it is 
bent down, for a time, by the iron grasp and 
leaden sceptre of tyranny, cramping and cur- 
tailing and hedging in the soul, and foiling it in 
all its attempts to break from its bonds and as- 
sert its native independence. In these cases, the 
noble spirit^ like a wild beast in the toils, sinks 
down at times, into a sullen inactivity,, only that 
it may rise again, when exhausted nature is a 
little restored^ to rirsh, as hope excites or mad- 
ness impels, in stronger paroxisms against the 
cords which bind it down. This is seea in the 
mobs and rebellions of the most besotted and en- 
slaved nations. Witness the repeated convulr 
sions in Ireland, that degraded and oppressed 
country. Neither desolating armies, nor numer- 
1DUS garrisons, nor the most rigorous administra- 
tion, enforced by thousands of public executions, 
can break the spirit of that restless people. Wit- 
ness Greece; generations have passed away 
since the warriors of Greece have had their feet 
put in fetters, and the race of heroes had appa- 
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rently become extinct; and the Qi^^d^n lyre 
had lohg been unstrung, and her lights put out 
Her haughty masters thought her spirit was 
dead ; but it was not dead, it only slept. In a 
moment as it were, we saw all Greece in arms ; 
she shook olf her slumbers, and, rushed with 
phrenzy and hope, upon seeming impossibilities, 
to conquer of to dlie. Aiid though the mother and 
the daughter, as Wet! as the father and the son^ 
have fought and fallen in the common cause, un- 
til her population grows thin; though Missilon- 
ghi and many other strong holds are fallen, until 
her fortifieations isire few and feeble, though 
christian nations have looked on with a cruel in- 
activity, without landing their jieeded aid., yet 
the Spirit of Greece is no more subdued than at 
the commencement of the contest. It cannot j}^, 
subdued. 

Look at the negro slave, who is . said to be 
among the most stupid of the race pf men. He 
is degraded at his birth, he is degraded throughr 
out his life, so that hot a ray of science is allow-, 
ed to Enlighten his mind, and not a spark of am* 
biiioh is allowed to be kindled up in his soul : 
fill one Would think there was not enough of na*. 
live fire left in his bosom, to excite him to a^ 
venturous action. But we have heard, not only 
of individuals rising up and destroying their op- 
pressors or bursting from their yokes, but we 
have heard of the inhabitants of a large island, 
rising from the lowest servitude, masterii^, their 
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masters, butchering and expelling theoi, a|id rai- 
sing up a government and a commonwealth oi 
their o\Tn, and establishing themselves in a rank^ 
amo^ig the natitons (^ the earth. 

We seb then that man has a spirit, whith is 
not easily broken down, by oppression. Let ilb 
inquire, wfaethef* it can be more ' easily satisfied 
by indulgence. And in every step of this inqui^ 
ry, we shall find that no miser ever yet had gold 
etiongh ; no office seeker ever yet ttad honor , 
enough ; no conqueror ever yet subdued king-^ 
doms enough. When the rich man had filled his 
store-houses, he must puli down and build big-^ 
ger. When Ciaesar had conquered all his ene- 
mies, he must enslave his friends. Wken Bona- 
parte had become the Empei^r of France, b^ as* 
pired to the throne of all Europe. Facts, a Ubou-- 
sand facts, in every age atid amojig all classes, 
prdrve, that sueh is the ambitious nature of the 
soul, sach the increasing compass of its va$t dc^ 
sir^^ that the material universe, with all its 
vastness, richness and variety, cannot datibQr it. 
Nor is it in the power of the governmente <tf this 
W€«ld, in their most perfect jGdrms^ so to interest 
the feelings^ so to regulate the desires, so to re« 
strain the passions, or so to divert, or ebarai, 
or chain the souls of a whole ^otnmiinity, but 
that these lament and ungovernable fires irill 
fiocmer or^ later bwst out and endai^r Che 
whole body politic. 

I kdo w it has been supposed, by the politicians, 
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at ia an intelligent and well educated com'- 
munitj/ a government might be so constituted? 
by a proper balance of power, by equal repre- 
sentation, and by leaving open th^ avenues to 
office and wealth, for a fair and honorable com- 
petition among all classes, as to perpetuate the 
system to the latest posterity. Such a system of 
government, it is acknowledged, is the most like- 
ly to continue ; but. all these political and litera- 
. ry helps, unaided by the kingdom of Christ, will 
not secure any community from revolution and 
ruinu And he knows but little of the nature of' 
man, who judges otherwise. What has been the 
fate of the ancient republicks? They have 
been dissolved, by this same restless and dis- 
organizing spirit, of which we have been speak- 
ing. And do w^ not see the same dangerous 
spirit, in our own comparatively happy and 
strongly constituted republick? The wise 
framers of our excellent political institutions, 
like , the eclectick philosophers, have selected 
the best p^i:ts, out of all the systems w hich pre- 
ceded them ; and to these have added others, 
according to^ the suggestions of their own wis- 
dom, or the leadings of providence, aiid have 
fotogued the vvhole into a constitution, the most 
pe^ect, the world ha3 ever witnessed. Here 
every thing. that is rational in political liberty, 
is enjoyed ; here the most salutary checks and 
restraints, that have yet been discovered, are 
laid upon men in office. Here the road to hon«r 
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and wealth are open to all ; and here is general 
intelligence. But hei^e man is found to possess 
the same nature, as elsewhere. And the stir- 
ings of his restless spirit, have already disturbed 
ihe peace of society, and portend future con- 
vulsions; Party spirit is begotten ; ambitious 
views are engendered, and fed, and inflamed ^ 
many are running the race for office ; rivals are 
envied; characters are aspersed; animosities 
are enkindled ; and the whole community are 
disturbed, by the electioneering contest. In 
proof of this, we need only refer to our late 
presidential election. This aloi\e will show us, 
that the higher the elevation at which men aim, 
the niore restless,troublesome and dangerous do 
their aspiring spirits become. No meanness ia 
foregone, no calumny is too glaring, no venality 
is too base^ when the mind is inflamed with 
strong desire, and elated with the hope of suc- 
cess, in the pursuit of some favorite object. 
And whclii the doubtful question is decided, it 
avails nothing. Disappointment sours the mind, 
and oflen produces the bitterest enmity and the 
-laost settled and systematic opposition, in the 
unsuccessful party; while success but imper- 
fectly satisfies the mind of the more fortunate. 
And if no other influence comes in, to curb the 
turbulent spirits of men, besides that which is 
found in our general intelligence, and constitu- 
tional checks, probably, at no great distance of 
time, such convulsions may be witnessed ih our 
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now h^ppj country, as shall make the eaiB of 
him th|it heareth it tingle, and the eyes ^f him . 
that Beeth it weep blood. State may he -arrays 
ed against state, section pgainst section^ apd 
party against party, till all the horiH^rs of ciril 
"wa^, may desolate our land. Are there no 
grounds for such fears ? Already the partisans 
of a murderer, in one state, haire disorganised 
the whole judicial system, and put a : serious 
check, for a time, to the administration of jus^ 
tice. The high spirit of a governor, in another 
state^ has threatened opposition, and almost dc^- 
fiance, to the constituted authorities of the geij- 
eral government. Already disgracoful disorder 
has been countenanced, from mere party feel- 
ings, in the highest, and what ought lo be the 
most dignified legislative council of the n^ation. 
Already the capitol of the nation it is said, is a 
place of much intrigue and political chicanery, 
to secure office and promote the interests of pai^ 
ties. Already office seekers, in different parts 
of the country, unblushingly- recommend them- 
selves to notice, and pahn themselves .upon the 
people, by everyelectioneering manoeuvre; anft 
in this way, such an excitement is produced, in 
many parts of the union, as makes the contend- 
ing parties almost fike mobs, assailing feach 
other. Only let the pubKck sense Income vitia- 
ted, and let a number of causes uiiite to produce 
a general excitement, and all qur hir political 
proportions would faU before the spirit of party* 
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as certainly and as ruinously, a& the fair nroppr- 
tions of Italian architecture fell before tnc an- 
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cient Goths and Vandals. 

And is there nothing that will satisfy the mind 
of man ? Has heaven placed a, race of beings 
upon this earth, and constituted Uictm with souls 
of such capacity, and :witli desires 6f such 
compass, that nothing in this wide orb, can (ill 
them? Does our Creator take delight in giving 
an impetus to the human mind, which drives it 
irresistably over all the fields of' fatal Experi- 
ment, spreading desolation in its tract, through 
all the fairest works of God ? There is a reitfe- 
dy. Amidst all the commotions and agitation^ 
of earthly governmerils; amidst the feverish heat 
and burning thirst of this world ; amidst its rival- 
ships and its enmities, the restlessness' of^ its 
desires and the raging of its passions^ ^^ the God 
of heaven hath set up a kingdom." In this 
kingdom there is no rivalship and no disappoint- 
ment ; all the subjects are candidates for the 
highest honors, and all ^in, who rah; Here 
those " who hunger and thirst are filled j" 
filled with that "righteousness* arid peace 
and joy, in the Holy Ghost," which are the 
pe.culiar properties of this kingdom/: a "peace 
that is like a river," a " righteousness that is 
like the waves of the sea," and a, joy that is 
" unspeakable and full of glory." The subject 
of this kingdom, therefore is at rest ; he says of 
its joys, they are enough, its treasures are satis- 
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factory, its prospects, are ravishing. And will 
such ^inan disturb the peace of society, to ob- 
tain honors from man ? Will he exchange his 
peace of conscience, for the joys of this world ? 

No; 

" On all the groveling kings of earth, 
^ ^« With pity he looks down ; 

*^ And claims, by virtue of his- births 
** A never fading crown. 

He is now able to view things more in their true 
light ; the fascinating charms of this world are 
broken, and he sees its comparative wortUess* 
ness ; he sees the value 6f the soul and the vast 
importance of eternal things. That beauty 
which cb^rtns the angels, and binds them to the 
throne of Godi is measurably revealed to him. 
and he is.ravi$hed thereby. The very language; 
of his heart is^ . [ .. f 

<< The bieMerd Jestts tis my Lord my love, 
/' He is my king $ from him I would not mov/e<--- . 
" Away then all ye objecjts that divert, 
. '* And seek to draw, from my dear Lord, my heart. 

'* That uncreated bei|||ty inrhicti bath gain' d 
*' My ravish'd heart, hath all your glbry stajin!d ; 
** His loveliness my soul hath prepossessed, 
" And leh no room for any other guest. 

It is true, there are different degrees, in the 
privileges of this kingdom, and the soul will be 
interested therein and influenced thereby, in 
proportion to its advancement. And' those in 
the lower degrees are more easily drawn aside. 
And even the highest, in spiritual attainments? 
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may, through neglect, suffer their mimls to be-: 
' come darkened and their love to grow cold; 
and then the mind is prepared to drii^k again, 
into the spirit of this world. It is also true,that 
there are hypocrites and false professors, among 
the number of visible subjects, in this kingdom. 
Still, neither the little engagedness of some nor 
the apostacy of others, nor the hypocrisy of 
others, can destroy the truth of the position laid 
down. Christ, in the kingdom of bis grace, can 
fill the capacities and satisfy the des^ires of the 
human soul^ while the good things of this world ; 
cannot. . 

Equally adequate are the blessings of this 
kingdom, to reKeve mean's lowest and extremest 
miseries. .For as the king himself, ** for the joy 
that \i,as set before him, endured the cross and 
despised the shame and has set down at the 
right hand of God,^' so his subjects do the same, 
and with the same prospect of reward: For 
one of the articles, in the bill of rights of this 
kingdom is, Jill things shall work - together for the 
good of the subjects. • Yea, and their spirit is sup- 
ported, under the most trying circumstances, by 
the assurance, that ^^ these light afflictions, which 
aire for a moment, work out a far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory." There is 
something also, in the very nature of this king- 
dom as it exists in the soul, aside from the pros- 
pect of future reward, which sooths the mindl, 
in its bitterest anguish. A something which 
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cannot.be described, 4o those who b&re notfelt 

I • I 

it* For this is a joy with which the stranger in* 
lermeddleth not. 

And there is an enlargement ctf mind, impart- 
ed by this gospel, which enables the soul, in the 
midst of the most stFaitened circumstances of 
this w6rld, to ^ rest and expatiate, in the world 
to come,'' Hence he needs not revenge himself 
0pon the world, by imprecations and outrages; 
be resorts not to plunder and to theft, to satisfy 
his desires and better his condition ; his feelings 
are not depressed and mortified and stung and 
goaded, till he rages with ficndlike madness, or 
singes down in brutal . stupidity. No, he has a 
dignity about him, which savors of his royal 
birth, a calomess that savors of the peace of 
that kingdom which is within him ; an elevation 
of mind, produced by his constant communipn 
with the Holy Ghost; and a confidence, which 
is not easily shaken, because it has taken fast 
hold ppon eternal things. 

Aild is this a man ^^ for treason, sf ratagenis 
apd spoils?" Will he be a disorganizer in 
society ? and a dangerous man in community ? . 

6th. Ohrist^s kingdom is distinguished from 
all trthers, in that its principles and operations, 
tend to the perfection and permanency of all 
good governments; but the principles and opera- 
tions of worldly governments, tend to deteriora- 
tSon and dissolution! 
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. The truth of this propeeition is seciij in what 

has heen already advanced. For it must folloW 

conclusively, that a kingdom perfect in its origirt 
and operations, and so well suited, in its iaflu- 

ence and provisions, to the nature, circumstan* 
ces and capacities of man, will make its subjects 
the permanent supporters, of all that ilgood* 
Yea, it effectually reforms that disorganizing 
spirit in man, which otherwise operates, like a 
universal menstruum, to decompose every politi- 
cal association. But it is not designed under 
this proposition, to show the pendency of the 
principles of this kingdom, from the nature of 
them, for this has been already done ; but it is 
designed to show that t|ie spirit of Christianity 
has contributed more than any thing else, to in- 
troduce correct views of civil government- 
And christians have been the most active and 
successful, in establishing and maintaining the 
civil and political rights of roan. 

In proof of this, reference may be made to 
the revival of pure religion, at the reformation. 
For a numder qf ^ centuries before this event, 
England and Scotland,. Holland and Germany 
were groaning and. grovelling under the pressure 
and darkness of absolute power. But the light 
of the reformation was the dawning of liberty's 
luminous day. From that time to this, the prin- 
ciples of civil liberty have been gaining ground. 
Scarcely a century had elapsed, before England 
and Scotland had become politically regenerate 
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ed. And though the historic facts connected 
with theso events, cannot now be detailed, yet 
whoever examines the history of those times, 
must acknowledge, that " the puritans and cov- 
. ^nanters were the fathers of liberty, in these 
kingd(^s; the politicians and cavaliers, would 
have been its death.'' In about the same time, 
Holland became free and powerful ; and a great 
part of Germany was measurably emancipated 
from its political thraldom. And it is of "great 
consequence to this c^rgument to note,that where 
pure religion did not revive, even though the 
people wefe equally refined and enlightened, 
there was no revival of political liberty. Italy, 
France and Spain still continued under the 
yoke, though in other respects, save in their re- 
ligion, they were as well prepared perhaps, for 
improvements in their civil governments as the 
nations before mentioned. France did, it is 
true, share partially in the religious reform of 
that day, and in the same proportion that it 
shared in this, the spirit of political reformation 
was begotten among the people. The Hugue-^ 
nots, who were the religious reformers in that 
kingdom, possessed unquestionably, more cor-: 
rect views of true liberty, and more prudence 
tp introduce it, than all the philosophers and 
ppliticiansjthat wrote and bustled, in the French, 
revolution. And had they been encouraged and. 
protected,they would have operated like leaven, 
upon Ih^, whole of the body politick and eccle- 
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elastic, until thejr had brought about a salutary 
reform. The Magna Charta of the peoplei's 
rights, would have " grown with thfeii* growth, 
and strengthened with their strength." Of this,* 
the reigning dynasty were aware, and therefore 
they butchered and banis|ied them, until this 
noble race, more noble by far then their royal 
persecuters, were almost extinct in France ; and 
their tomb w^as the grave of French liberty. 
It is true, the publick mind had' received an im- 
petus which, strengthened by the example of 
other nations, and especially of these United 
^States, continued its influence, long tffter the ' 
moving cause had ceased to exist. But this in- 
fluence soon became corrupted, by the polluted 
channels through which it flowed. The Hugue- 
nots being driven from the kingdom by exile and 
by death, the infidel philosophers took the ark of 
liberty into their own hands, and undertook to 
^conduct it to its place. But this was a work to 
which they had never been consecrated ; and 
the Genius of liberty, offended to have her 
cause supported by such profane hands, fled 
from them ; and to avenge the insult offered her^ 
she sent licentiousness, the only proper compan- 
ion of infidels, to throw among them Jirebrandsy 
arrows and death. The result is well known. 
And now let the candid enquiry be made, why 
did France fail so fatally in her struggles for 
Kberty.'^ She was not making an untried*" ex- 
periment ; for she had the successful example of 
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other nutions before her. Many of her leading 
men had been well instructed in the school of 
American politicks^ and they were men of 
learning and general intelligence. Why did 
they. fail? Their infidelity and impiety were 
undoubtedly the cause. If they had sent pious 
and faithful men throughout the nation, to dis- 
seminate among them the principles of the gos- 
pel kingdom, artd if these principles had been 
jpermitted to have their natural and unrestrained 
influence, I doubt not but France might now 
have stood preeminient, among the number fef 
free and independeni republicks. 

In further proof of our proposition, let us en- 
quire into the origin of our own free government. 
And we shall find it originated, in the principles 
of the kingdom of Christ. The germ of pur tree 
of liberty was produced in the reformation 
already noticed. It bddded in the christian 
church in Europe, and was brought, by our 
pilgrim fathers, to these shores ; it was planted 
in the midst of their devotions, w^atered by their 
tears, guarded by their pious vigilance, and de- 
fended by their christian valor. On this subject 
it would be unnecessary to enlarge, even if the 
limits of this discourse would allow of it ; for he 
must have paid but little attention to the origin 
of our political institutions, too little to have 
any. share in their administration, not toknow^ 
that it was religion which prepared the way for 
this republick ; religion enlightened the minds' 



«ihddi#e?^e4 ^be'hflmdiB of those who kid Ih^ 
fdundatlon; hk^tdo^ii the passicms and di* 
hected tike sj^rits af ttodi^ whd raised the super* 
^(i^ubtiit'e'i yeviv religion is this ceiooeflt which 
igiiites aUtbe^ parte tAg^ther. fai nhort itmaj be 
truly ^aid that the ^bible, tiie statute book c^ 
Christ's kingdom, the cool^titytidn of tita spiritual 
ri^silnl, contains such i^xi^llent seAtimentB upim 
the riglits of man, and gi^es j»uch etdai^d and 
ennobling viciws to the buttMniniiid, that it be-* 
eomes dangerous to the pretended divine rig&t 
of kings, and subversive of the abeolute authorii- 
tjF of tyrants. And this trath bx^s notitvetefy^ 
in theory but nessts en migttt^r ^f fact ^joA i& con- 
firmed by actual experience. 

In concluding but little need bk fltM bjr way of 
inference, sincfe the diffi^reat conttMtiona «iid 
bearings of the subject bave been noticed^as the 
diflTerent p^vts were eiattdned. Ifthei^regmiii^ 
views of this subject however be Correct, ^o 
thbtights naturally suggest thetosdlves on which 
it ixiay be piroper to dwell for a taomeht 

1; The subjects of Christ's kifigdom stand in 
ii Yety essen^al relation to thfe cause t£ political 
liberty. ' Ili has been supposed that the jfuoua 
had little or nothing to do ynth the Afi&irs of 
the nation, ^nd that to take a part in the bi&tle 
of the political world, w^as contrary to the spirit 
of that kingdom of which they were subjects. 
It is true chrif^tians have no right to enter into 
the mtrigues of many^ styling themselves pol- 
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%t» thf| b«r(fi- and f ale lof ^cee, 99 i« the pra(>- 
tioe of MPP. . Nor hi$. tfQim^tepi . with . (hat 
Iipgdeint vhfwh Mixioi <^ this w^ld, ^o seel; e<> 
«k9iaa|ip«l ]ir#!inM«^ ap4 ^agipli^mente, ligr 
flwddlii^ with, the afiairs.^f statf) hortoduj^ 
iMitt a m^ tawif because h? 19 of the sain«r 
tBtifpm» ^Miy or. jkrors ao^ supports that, party. 
N«vtrthd|»w, i9 th«&,pQ]itii^ world, jthejr have )f» 
09%^ work, ta do^ anA imttch i^. dep^diqg opop 
ib^m* Fnom the p«rt which hM.h«,eq already 
tci]|fl«]hy c|}ciiMWoib.i9) proraQtlDg-.good goVein< 
«N9Rtt.iin4 £toi9r.tfaif!i9no<Q4^ wl^h. has thm'far 
liMt)9^hd ,tl)»K. 0dKerttQ^ p^ 9e<^r the necessity 
,thnt th^ <C{OQtiiu)e ij^Jj^j^My^^ri^ t|Qtil the,wx)r)^ 
tilb#U il)^p«m jwli^c^x.-j^p^e^ Indeed 
itoppnars, ^,ipe,,^|^t ?^^.j^p ,h jessings of ;tl|:e 
willSPWIll <fey»A« l^fi'HngJy RP^iftrayed in an- 
.*i«*|>wa*ftRf . lyPP tg fe^.»»twd\ice4 in this way, 
T<w y^ , Jsltsr 1^ f pqiE^e o^ these ^prediction* 
xiWFKfffitMl^ ..n-^M<the<J^y.s o( thes^ HDg8> 

mil^ib».hm^ t% li^PP^'- "sljall tl?e God of 
ibfim*^ W* up |»,;>i^SJMnv which shatl never be 

Jfte»tiMffdU -^.Um! Jti^^dcp.^a^ not.be.^eft to 
^«U»n p»wq|rf|m b<j| i^ sbf^I ^x^akjiw pieces a^4 
riMi|PMlp, pU fh/fM^ jfei!0g4oiBS5j and it shall stand 
{iiifCMusr. L^gid again. '♦ Th^ sjn^nts of the moat 
JMgbiJiftQ tftl^tU kingdom, 8^f sh^l posses^ 
ttbl^ l^^gdfMi, foiWT«r* «n4 fo»ever apd ever." 
.1^1^ ¥I'1SM w^y ¥• ^a to« he ai;cpmplisiied {^ 

, IRitt * ^Nfc fcy j|*rot||U}ipg an , ecclesi^ticaj gt^W 



35 

erhnient, tfarobgbbuf the earth; and* roKhg flk# 
nations of this world by spiritual Lordsj aiid 
making all nien amebable to an eaftfaly coort of 
conscience ? No ; in this sense Cbrist^s ^ king*^ 
doni is not of this world.^ It will be by giving 
the gospel a universal spread, and' a iinivertol 
iniSuence ; by introducing 'into all mftita^ and 
into all their political opei^tions^ the: civilising^ 
humanizing and'^oul-tohtrolUng spirit iif ^be 
kingdbm of Christ; and by inipartin^^ thrMgb 
the principles ' of this kingdom, liberal views of 
the rights of man ; and by deirtroyin^, ' throdgfa 
the power of the gospel, allVafin iind daAgerdM 
.'ambition and lust of pother on the pat% of rAleM, 
and the spirit of iriisubbrdination^ on ^e part df 
the ruled. ' This work is already tieguh; attd 
begun .too, as we have shown, by 'Ifae ^taitits «f 
the mcist high God^'' They kte idready Iftgin^ 
ning to tadce the kingAotd of ttfierworUM^IiMif ill 
pieces and destroy all those despotic principles^ by 
which the nations'^have been governed. Andlhigr 
ar^ marching forward to greater and mote |(kia^ 
oi|s conquests, in the mond and in the {Miilicii 

/world. But their conquests |ire ndt like the bat^ 
ties iof earthly warriors^ ^ with coofosed ndiae 
and garments rolled in blood ;^ for the vretpoay 
of the^f warfare are spiritual and ^mighty 
through God to the pulling down of Mtwig koidSf 

, ^asjting down imaginations and every higli titing 
that exalteth itself against tfie knowle<%ia <u 
Ood, and bringing into captivity e?efy lliought^ 
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to the obedience, of Ghrist/V Apd when»Gbcist 
reignd bj the principles of bis grape, over, the 
hearts of men, controlling the mipds of rulers, 
and directing the coancik of ^tes, and entigbi* 
ening and deforming the minds of all; ,wheh 
under this influence, those free instituti^ms w^u^h 
have been commenced, shall haye been brought 
to their highest earthly perfection, and shall 
ha^ become universal, then shall. Qhri^t truly 
reign on the earth ; war shall cea9e ; truth ^d 
righteousness shall prevail } ^^ and the kingdom 
and dominion and the greatness of the kingdom' 
under the whole heaven, shall be given to the 
people of the saints of the most high, whose 
kingdom is an everia^ting kingdom ;. and all 
dominions shaU serve . and obey hioii.^^ 'Such is 
the relation, ip which the •subjects of CbristV 
kingdom standi, io th^ cause of political liberty.* 
Aiad this vepy naturally leads to aseoond reflecU 

tion* * 

It* 

2d. Statesmen, axiA all concerned in civil 

r 

^ovemtttent, stand in an interesting relation to 
^e kin^om of Christ. If they wouJ(d accom- 
plish their object, they should act, at ^ all times 
in accordance ivith its j^rincinles ; feel Ibeftr de-' 
pendence upon its helps, and their acociunta* 
bility to its requirements. For by 'how muck 
the principles of Christianity are esseiitial Ut 
good'«|oTerhment, by so much are thi^ ag4tut$'in 
such a government, dependelit upon th'qs^ pri» 
eiples; and by how much it is essential to chsbh 
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ti^^tte tdf interest themeelves iathe affairs of state, 
hj sd macfh it is important, that all statesmen be 
<%[ribtian3. ' In how interesting a light does this 
j>r€Be}rit religion to rulers ! It presses^ its Jmpor- 
tehee upon them, hot only as men, but as public 
men. Not only in the part they act, as person- 
*aUy re's[J6nsibte to God for themselves ; but also, 
in the part they act for community, by which 
ftiey • aire made responsible for the good oi so- 
ciety: ■ 

Respected Rulers^ 

In View of the importance of this subject, 
and' its interesting relation to the circumstances 
in "whlfch we noW are ; permit me without a 
separate rfeference to the different grades of 
office, to additess you with due reepect but with 
great freedom of speech*. 'A freedom which 
you have in facit conferred" upon me, by the st|i- 
tion in which yoii have placed me. For the 
custom which you have established, of opening 
yt^r legisldtivtf proceedihgis by a 'religious dis- 
cfourse, ' was never designed it is presumed, as a 
IH^^ compliment to the clerical order. Nor 
w^ it den^igned to give direct i'iistruction, on 
political subjects}' since, for this service, the 
goirpel minktier cannot ordinarily, be supposed 
"lo'be <(ualil!ed. But if I have not altogether 
lalistssdcefi the Sftfbject, this laudable custom was 
feitibQti^ed, hr the purpose at which I have 
beefi aitnihg, iii the present discourse ; to show 
the importance of religion to good government. 
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sLod to impress its impprtaoic^. .e^^^cia^x H|N>f^ 
U^.mvids of rulerp. . Th? defii^ 0f ypur poinr 
IPg, firsyt oC all* to thci atbvm^ q{ defOtion, is, tJ|iftJ; 
you K9^y go/t your Jbe^rt^ 30 ioiJ[>4ed yi^it^ tt\^ 
9iHind pIiucjlpI^s of Chmt's $piritu^ kJQg4oi^,, 
ai^ your mind^ so. er^rossed by the soq) elevat* 
iog truths of the gospel, that you might mU in * 
your suhsequeat proceedings, be easily siwayed^ 
by personal ambition, or party i^irit, or loc^jl 
prejudices. To all these you are greatly ejjpo^ 
ed, in your present stations ; and against the^e 
you canqot )t)e tqp much guajrd^d. ^B^it what 
gUjards are sufficient, it you are mt giiqurd^d by 
personal reli^on ? It is dpuhtlefs ^q(^{i^pq,/q)^ 
men in offic?, to look fprwafd.lift thf; Uri^e,,i?i^hjE^ 

the bustle of life &ha^i^^>^^i^»^wM^-^^ a^t|v0 
Qceipies shall haye^o^e^by;,wbe|l(Jiley,sh$dl^^ 
done with offiQ^ ^^4 bonor^ in this^ world,, then 
ih^y .hope to shaxe^ iq tbe^ blessii^s of Christ^s 
Jdngdpmf ^nd beconie partakers of the Jiiope pi 
the gospel 5 for they tpp, wish ** to 4il^,Uie death 
of the, righteous, ^nd jiave th^ir last . ^d lik/e 
bis.^' Biit they ought to up4erstan4^ tb^^ ^f 1^^ 
is d* ^ital importance, in the very jurork^ f^hi<4^ 
thcyw? engaged. This atow X5^. , g^ift-^h^ 
ijbe government of jthemsi^^^es, ^M^ fi^fS^N^ 
them to actHwith t^^C; stijic^^ irngsf tia)^y,^f|i^ 
inl^rity, m b«|mlf of tb^ pi^i^a^ T^tJk^^ 
as we |i^e Sjaen^ caagi]R^,tbem c<^ref^,vi<9W9 
4b« i%l|i^ of jfnaa, and jpC |ui>liliCS(VlH>e|^t^ ^bi& 
will make their inflaence salutary, not only in 
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^e atate coimcilsy bat in all the social circles^ 
in wtucb th^y movfe ;; and this alone can fit theA 
for a. Iseat, in the kingdom of glorj« If th^n 
there is any interest in the great political and 
moral reform that is going on in the wwld.; if 
there is any value in political liberty ^ ^ any 
beauty in moral virtue; above all, if there is any 
excellency in the kingdom of Christ ; if any 
woktth to ' the soul ; or any thing desirable in . 
eternjal ^salvation, think on- ihes^ things. The 
things of time are important, but only' important 
as they stamd connected with etei'nity* The 
operati<His of the governments of *this world are 
important,^ but only important, as they stand 
collected ^ith the kingdom of Christ* It ap« 
pear& to me, that the most high threw out this 
earth, midway ir| the immensity of space, as a 
theatre^ <m which 1o make an exhibition of his 
gospel kingdom. Upon this' exhilntion, thei!)># 
habitantsof the upper and nether world ai^ look- 
ing, with great interest; for angeb desire to look 
irito these things^ and devils tremble and rage at 
these displays of grace and glory. Yea and 
perhaps the planets around, with their various 
inhabitants, take an interest in this eKhibkion; 
else why did " ttie morning stars sing together 
when ihe foundations of this earthiy theahre were 
festened, and the comer stone thereof was laid ?^^ 
Or why did that •* star in the east;'' as if drawn 
hf an attraction superior to those jmnt forces 
that kept it in its prbit^ leave its acnustomid 
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tractate hover over the humble cradle of Zioifs iA* 
fent king? What a dignity do these considerations 
give to the scenes that are acting hei*e! And on 
this grand theatre you have a part to peiform. 
And although the space you occupy ,and the parts 
you perform, are comparatively smatt> neverthe- 
less they are important, not only as they relate 
to yourselves, but to community. «' Therefore 
y being compassed about with so great a cloud of 
witnesses,'' and sharing in a work of so much 
interest; how important that you move circum- 
spectly ! Especially since the Great Manager 
himself is looking on, with eyes that read the 
secrets of the heart ; and more especially, since 
the whole scene h fest opening up tc^ that final 
catastrophy, when each " shall be rewarded ac- 
cording to the deeds done in 4he body." May 
you be guided by the light of truth and blessed 
with every needful aid by the king of kings; 
and, when the chief Shepherd shall appear^ may yQH 
deceive a croum of glory thatfadeth not away* 



